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Author’s Study Project 
 
Directions: Your group will select an author from the list of authors below. 
Your author’s study project will consist of two parts – a book study and an 
author’s perspective presentation to the class.  
 

Each group will have one author’s study project every nine weeks. Book 
study will be worth one test grade and class presentation will be a second 

test grade. 
 

Choose Two (one per term – circle two): 
 

Washington Irving 
Ernest Hemingway 
Edgar Allen Poe 
Tennessee Williams 
Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Henry James 
T.S. Eliot 
Emily Dickinson 
Nathanial Hawthorne 

John Steinbeck 
Harper Lee 
Robert Frost 
Joseph Heller 
John Updike 
Truman Capote 
Jack London 
Sylvia Plath 

 
Requirements:  
• Based upon the author you study you must, as a group, read a novel, 

selection of poetry, or play as selected by the instructor. 
• You must be able to explain the: themes, characters, and plot of the 

selected piece of text. 
• You must read-aloud an excerpt for the class and collectively 

explain it’s importance. 
• You must present a PowerPoint presentation of 10 slides or more, 

with 100 words or less that explains the background information on 
the author, the author’s style, and the literary period the author is 
most closely related. 

• Written reading logs, guided questions, and one-on-one conference 
grades will be included in the final scores. 

 
 

DUE DATES 
 

One on One: _____________________________ Written Report Due: _____________________ 
One on One: _____________________________ Presentation Date: ______________________  
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Group Roles & Norms 
 

There are several roles that need to be filled by your group members in 
order for this project to be successful. Think about who will fill the 
following roles: 
 
Team Leader: Team leaders are 
required to not only participate with 
the project, but also to lead its 
progress. Team leaders must meet 
with the teacher for one-on-ones. 
Team leaders must determine 
pacing and responsibilities of 
reading assignments. The team 
leader is the point person for the 
project. Make sure you select 
someone who can keep up or you 
will have chaos.  

Head Writer: The head writer is in 
charge of the written components of 
the project. The head writer should 
be working toward developing a 
thorough written book study of the 
author, as assigned by the teacher. 
The writer is also responsible for 
rough draft deadlines, outlines, etc. 
The head writer should critically 
question the researcher and scribe, 
as required; to ensure that the 
content produced is historically and 
literarily accurate.  

Presenter/Researcher: Your 
presenter must be well versed in the 
material – that’s why they double as 
a researcher. The Writer and Team 
leader should work with the 
presenter/researcher to ensure that 
all sources are vetted and cited 
properly. Researcher is in charge of 
keeping research materials together 
and for writing the verbal 
presentation (using note cards). 

Scribe: The scribe is a very 
important role on the team. First, 
the scribe takes all notes, completes 
graphic organizers, and assists the 
leader and head writer, as needed. 
Second, the scribe fills in where 
needed to conduct research, proof 
writing, and to develop the teacher-
like questions. The scribe should be 
well versed in all content and be 
prepared to field audience 
questions. 

 
Participation Grades: Participation grades will be given individually based 
upon conversations regarding the project progress. You should be 
prepared at every teacher meeting to discuss these elements and to 
receive a participatory grade.  
 
Group Norms: Group work can be difficult to do; don’t make it more 
difficult b y being the squeaky wheel. Groups should work in a systematic 
way to break down the text. 
 

Let’s brainstorm our group norms and commit to them!
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Author’s Study Biography 
 

Author Choice:   _________________________________________ 
 
Group Members:  _________________________________________ 
 
 
Directions: You must complete an initial author’s study biography. This 
element should include the following key elements: 
 
• Birth Date 
• Birth Place 
• Family Background 
• Child/School Life 
• Interest in Literature 

• Aneqdotes/Important Quotes 
• Career 
• Reason for Fame 
• Death 

 
Your biography also must be sourced appropriately and contain citations 
(MLA formatted) for each source either inferred or explicitly cited.  
 
You should seek a visual representation of the author for each of the nine 
elements mentioned above. 
 
Citation Format: Citations should be made in MLA format and cited 
throughout the visual and written presentation. More information on the 
MLA format can be found under the links section of the classroom website.  
! BOOK: Jans, Nick. The Last Light Breaking: Life among Alaska's 

Inupiat Eskimos. Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Books, 1993. Print. 
! WEBSITE: Sea Turtle Restoration Project. Sea Turtle Restoration 

Project. 2006. Web. 5 Aug. 2006. 
! IN-TEXT: (Jans 70) 
 
You must cite every source and use in-text citations in the written portion 
of your author’s study project. 
 
Additional Notes: Research should be conducted to verify sources. You 
should plan to be questioned during one-on-one’s about the validity of 
sources. Your book report must be your original thoughts, but the author 
biography can be compiled through other sources.  
 
 
Biographic Notes DUE:   __________________________________________ 
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Biography Note Tracker 
 
 

Author Choice:   _________________________________________ 
 
Group Members:  _________________________________________ 
 
 
Directions: Complete the following note trackers for your author’s study 
project. 
 
Notes 
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Author’s Study: Important Works 
 
 
Reading Assignments: Reading assignments will be based upon the 
author’s you selected. See the list below. PAY CLOSE ATTENTION to the 
use of or/and throughout the important work assignments. 
 
Washington Irving: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow or Rip Van Winkle 
Ernest Hemingway: For Whom the Bell Tolls or The Old Man and the Sea 
Edgar Allen Poe: The Fall of the House of Usher and Annabel Lee 
Tennessee Williams: The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar Named Desire, or 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Henry James: The Turn of the Screw or The Portrait of a Lady 
T.S. Eliot: Prufrock, The Waste Land, and The Hollow Men 
Emily Dickinson: I’m Nobody! Who are you?, Because I could not stop for 
Death, A bird came down the walk, and I had no time to hate because.  
Nathanial Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter 
John Steinbeck: Of Mice and Men 
Harper Lee: To Kill a Mockingbird 
Robert Frost: The Road Not Taken, Mending Wall, Stopping by Woods on a 
Snowy Evening, Christmas Trees, and “Design” (“in white”) 
Joseph Heller: Catch-22 
Truman Capote: In Cold Blood or Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
Jack London: The Call of the Wild or White Fang 
Sylvia Plath: Letter In November, Words, Morning Song, Winter Trees, 
and Daddy. 
 
Assignment: As a group you must read the complete work of the author 
listed on the assigned reading list. There will be some class time and the 
expectation of some home time to complete the reading and author 
analysis. You need to pay close attention to the theme of the work and look 
at the theme through the lens of the period the author is writing in. You 
will be expected to explain how the author selected exemplifies a certain 
literary period in America. 
 
Reading Assignments: 
 

Team Leader Head Writer Presenter Scribe 
Assigned: 
 
 
 
 
Deadline: 

Assigned: 
 
 
 
 
Deadline: 

Assigned: 
 
 
 
 
Deadline: 

Assigned: 
 
 
 
 
Deadline: 
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Author’s Study Presentation 
 
 

Author Choice:   _________________________________________ 
 
Group Members:  _________________________________________ 
 
Project Requirements: This project requires that you not only know the 
author, but also that you know the author’s important works. You should 
be prepared to present an analysis of the author’s work. 
You must produce: 
• A 10 slide or more PowerPoint presentation covering information 

about the author’s work – total words should be less than 100 on the 
entire PowerPoint. Think and present visuals to tell the story. 

• An excerpt from the author’s work to read aloud to the class and 
discuss. 

• A series of ten (10) teacher-like questions to pose to the class. 
• Ability to respond critically, using evidence based statements to 

questions posed by the class. 
 
Grading Expectations: Each of the production elements will be counted 
into the final grade. Grades will be tabulated separately for the written 
versus the presentation component. 
 

Excellent (4) Good (3) Average (2) Below Average 
(1) 

• Contains the 
required 10-
slide minimum 
with less than 
100 words. 

• Presents the 
material on the 
book in a logical, 
orderly fashion. 

• Presentation is 
well rehearsed 
and error free. 

• Teacher-like 
questions are 
high rigor 

• Able to respond 
critically and 
with evidence to 
questions from 
the class.  

• Contains the 
required 10-
slide minimum 
with less than 
100 words. 

• Presents the 
material on the 
book in a logical, 
orderly fashion. 

• Presentation is 
rehearsed with 
minimal errors 

• Teacher-like 
questions are 
medium rigor 

• At times, can 
respond to 
questions with 
appropriate 
evidence.  

• Contains the less 
than the 
required 10-
slide minimum 
with less than 
100 words. 

• Presents the 
material on the 
book in a logical, 
orderly fashion. 

• Presentation is 
not well 
rehearsed 
contains errors 

• Teacher-like 
questions are 
low rigor 

• At times, can 
respond to 
questions with 
appropriate 
evidence.  

• Contains less 
than the 
required 10-
slide minimum 
with more than 
100 words. 

• Presents the 
material on the 
book in a logical, 
orderly fashion. 

• Presentation is 
not well 
rehearsed 
contains errors 

• Teacher-like 
questions are 
low rigor 

• At times, can 
respond to 
questions with 
appropriate 
evidence.  
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Exit Ticket 
 

How are you feeling about your author/book research so far: 
 

________ Need Help            __________ ☺                _________ # 
 

What specific needs do you have to continue on with the 
progress on your research? 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Exit Ticket 
 

How are you feeling about your author/book research so far: 
 

________ Need Help            __________ ☺                _________ # 
 

What specific needs do you have to continue on with the 
progress on your research? 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 


